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PUBLISHER'S NOTE

AVIATION
INDUSTRIALIZATION DEVELOPMENT

THE
COMPLETION
AGENDA
UPDATE

T

he sterling performance of Governor
Udom Emmanuel in his ﬁrst term of
oﬃce witnessed the execu on of
humongous people-oriented and lifetouching projects across all sectors in the
State. Indeed, between 2015 and 2019,
Akwa Ibom saw an unprecedented in-ﬂow
of investors and tourists that placed the
State in the premier league of economically
viable States with commi ed and
trustworthy statesmen direc ng their
aﬀairs.
In line with his determina on to grow the
quality of life of people holis cally,
Governor Emmanuel captured the thrust of
his administra on's second term as the
“Comple on Agenda”. And, true to himself,
he not only hit the ground running by fasttracking the pace of work on ongoing
projects, but also has con nued to expand
the fron ers of socio-economic
development in Akwa Ibom.

SMALL &
MEDIUM SCALE
ENTERPRISES

RURAL &
RIVERINE AREA
DEVELOPMENT

COMPLETION
AGENDA
AGRICULTURE

INFRASTRUCTURE
SECURITY

HUMAN CAPACITY
DEVELOPMENT

Company, the Kings Flour Mill, Plywood and
Timber Factory, among others, stand as
irrefutable tes monials of purposeful
leadership.
As you make out me to ﬂip through this
maiden edi on, rest assured that this quarterly
publica on will con nue to catalogue the
achievements of the Ministries, Departments
and Agencies, who are the agents of achieving
the Comple on Agenda, as directed by the
Captain of the Akwa Ibom ship, Governor
Udom Emmanuel.
Let's do it together;
we are stronger together.
Happy reading!

Charles Udoh KSJ
Hon. Commissioner
Ministry of Information

The Comple on Agenda Update is
packaged by the Ministry of Informa on to
put in proper perspec ve for posterity, the
new dimensions of the administra on that
have changed the psychological and
physical landscape of Akwa Ibom people.
Through the Dakkada philosophy, the
average Akwa Ibom person has not only had
a mental re-awakening, but also now takes
on challenges with the mind-set of an
overcomer. Today, massive industrial
concerns like the Syringe Manufacturing
Company, Digital Metering Solu ons
4

2020 BUDGET OF

INDUSTRIALIZATION FOR
POVERTY ALLEVIATION PHASE II
RURAL &
RIVERINE AREA
DEVELOPMENT

INDUSTRIALIZATION

The Year 2020 Budget is
predicated on the Eight-Point
Agenda that forms the policy
thrust of the Comple on Agenda:

SMALL &
MEDIUM SCALE
ENTERPRISES

AGRICULTURE

AVIATION
DEVELOPMENT

HUMAN CAPACITY
DEVELOPMENT

INFRASTRUCTURE

SECURITY

Land, Housing &
Urban Development
N53.637 bn

Roads, Works
& Transport
N115.801 bn

Educa on
N11.45 bn
Informa on,
Sports & Social
Development
₦8.191 bn

Agriculture
N12.371 bn

BUDGET SIZE:

Investment,
Commerce
& Industry
N6.000 bn

N597.8
billion

Health
N4.590 bn

Environment
& Mineral
Resources
N2.700 bn

Rural Development
N0.700 bn

Culture &
Tourism
₦1.100 bn

Science & Technology
N1.000 bn

Jus ce
₦2.645 bn

BUDGET SIZE

SECTORAL ALLOCATION

Capital Expenditure
Consolidated Revenue
Fund Charges
Recurrent Expenditure
Total
N597.8
billion

N111.225 bn
N116.933 bn
N369.642 bn

of the total es mated Capital Expenditure outlay of
N369.642 billion for the year 2020
Economic

N0.700bn (0.2%)
N2.645bn (0.7%)

Administra on
N237.6bn
(64.3%)

N26.67bn
(7.2%)

Social
Law & Jus ce

N102.007bn
(27.6%)

Regional
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WE HAVE KEPT HOPE
ALIVE
- Governor Udom Emmanuel

D

ear, Akwa Ibomites, my
wife, Her Excellency, Mrs.
Martha Udom Emmanuel, and I
congratulate you all on this
auspicious and glorious occasion
of the 32nd Anniversary of the
crea on of our dear State.
At 32, we can beat our chests
and proclaim loud and clear that
we have come of age! We have
experienced the usual mo ons
of growth; rising and falling, but
as heirs and heiresses to the
Land of Promise, we have kept
hope alive. Even though our
collec ve essence and the will to
succeed may be challenging, but
our desire to be a glorious State
furnaced and shaped in faith
and ready to appropriate the
manifold blessings of the
Almighty remains resolute and
irrevocable.
The theme of our 32nd
Anniversary “For I believe God”

speaks loudly and deeply to who
we are as a people; our core
values, our founda onal
principles, the character and
orienta on of our people. We
are one State where the people
wear their Chris an faith like
badges of honour and are not
ashamed to express such deep
ﬁdelity State that is named a er
God Almighty himself, and
equally led by a Christ-centric
Leader.
As we celebrate our 32nd
Anniversary, let me once again
empha cally state here that the
fundamentals of our growth are
rock-solid. The tail wind of our
development is blowing
enchan ngly and assuredly
behind our back, guiding the
naviga onal aids of our
collec ve ﬂight to becoming
truly the Land of Promise. To
this, we give thanks to the ONLY
GOD whose mercies and
6

blessings have never departed
from this State, and will never
depart, because we believe in
God.
Permit me, as usual, to, pay our
eternal gra tude and deep
apprecia on to all our past
leaders who superintended over
the aﬀairs of this State at
various mes and had lent
themselves to the great and
propelling desire to leave the
State be er than they met her.
Today, from a State that was
essen ally a geographical
boondock, where Uyo, the
Capital City, was essen ally a
gloriﬁed village ﬁlled with dusty
streets, our proﬁle has been so
wholesomely raised to a point
and place where we are seen
today as Nigeria's Best Kept
Secret.
The dusty streets have given way
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Let me again express my deepest
apprecia on to you, my dear
Akwa Ibom people, for
maintaining the peace during
the last elec on cycle. We went
to the polls as brothers and
sisters who may have desired the
same thing through diﬀerent
channels, but as is the universal
democra c principle, an
immutable value, if I may add, a
winner must emerge and the
loser must accept the will of the
people so overwhelmingly
expressed and aﬃrmed.
On Thursday, September 19,
2019, the victory that God has
given me through you at the
March 9, 2019 polls, was again
unanimously upheld by the
Elec on Pe on Tribunal. I thank
you from the depth of my heart
for your show of support and
solidarity a er the
announcement of the
aﬃrma on of my victory by the
Tribunal. It was deeply
heartening seeing thousands of
you, my dear people
spontaneously marching along
major streets of Uyo, thanking
God for the victory. I will never
take this support for granted and
I pledge to you again, to do all I
can to deepen this conﬁdence
you have shown me.
I urge my brothers and sisters
who oﬀered themselves for
service at diﬀerent layers to our
people during the just concluded

elec ons, to close ranks and join
me to develop our State, chart a
new course and ensure that the
Akwa Ibom story con nues to be
told in gli ering terms.
The poetry of our beau ful and
blessed State must be wri en in
enchan ng verse and each of us
should have a line to contribute
to the cra ing of the poetry.
This is a pan-Akwa Ibom
moment, and we must rise to
the occasion and show that even
though we had an intense
elec oneering campaign, where
passions were inﬂamed and
certain unwholesome rhetoric
pushed; the Akwa Ibom spirit
remains strong and alluring.
Nothing should break the cords
of our unity and brotherhood.
My fellow compatriots, a 32 year
old man or woman is by every
aspect of deﬁni on a grown and
deeply mature person. At 32, he
or she has formed a unique
iden ty, he or she must be on a
steady course of personal growth
and development; he must have
made mistakes and embarked on
course correc on processes; he
or she must have encountered
the all-but- certain crises of
iden ty and the a endant
reaﬃrma on of who he or she is.
At 32, the individual is ready to
conquer the world, secure in the
knowledge that those
debilita ng drawbacks have
been addressed and a way
forward charted.
Permit me to use this broadcast
to challenge us to ask ourselves
the following ques ons: At 32,
have we forged and sharpened
our dis nct iden ty? Are we
ready to defend what deﬁnes us
as a people in spite of our
poli cal aﬃlia ons? Are we
ready to embark on course correc ons if certain crises of
iden ty may have been
detected? Are we united in our
pursuit of our common values
and desires? Are we ready to
defend the Akwa Ibom spirit and
7

hold it alo as a symbol of our
emo onal and spiritual
connec vity?
My dear compatriots, this
broadcast is not the usual
broadcast that is nged with
poli cal bromides. This
broadcast rather is to engender a
new conversa on on who we are
and why we must defend and
protect the core elements that
shape our collec ve iden ty.
As we mark our 32nd year
Anniversary, let us collec vely
shun all divisive tendencies and
tell the world that, in the words
of John F. Kennedy, the 35th the
President of the United States
we can “ resolve to be masters,
not the vic ms of history,
controlling our des ny without
giving way to blind suspicions
and emo ons.”
On my own part, I will, as I have
said severally, con nue to be
your servant-leader. I will
con nue to lead this State with
the fear of God and with the
over-arching interest of our

“

At 32, have we
forged and
sharpened our
dis nct
iden ty? Are we
ready to defend
what deﬁnes us
as a people in
spite of our
poli cal
aﬃlia ons?

“

to beau fully manicured
boulevards and modern road
network. The thatched houses
that once do ed the landscape
today, have given way to
magniﬁcent homes that can rival
those found in the exo c zipcodes around the world. We owe
these past leaders who helped
create a can-do-spirit in our
people and li ed us
psychologically from being seen
ﬁt only for domes c tasks, to
being partakers of the Nigerian
common patrimony, a debt of
gra tude.
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people, their growth, peaceful
co-existence and development
as the guiding principles. I will
con nue to do all that I can to
cement the bond of our unity,
knowing full well that, a house
that is divided against itself
cannot stand.
Let me use this opportunity to
appeal to certain elements in
our society, especially those in
the mass media, to understand
the need for circumspec on and
objec vity in their reportage.
Robust cri cism is a needed
ingredient in any democra c

the cri cal layers of their
collec ve essence and iden ty?
How many mes have you read
in the mass media where the
leaders of the other geo-poli cal
zones are openly derided,
cas gated, blackmailed or their
zones de-marketed? Does it
mean they don't disagree with
their leaders or government
policies? They do, but they
understand the fact that if they
de-market their states or insult
their leaders at random, they
are essen ally deﬁning
downwards the core and
elemental values of their

“

have successfully a racted and
established, help create jobs for
our teeming youths and the
a endant value chain, it is not
just a PDP achievement, it is an
enduring Akwa Ibom story.
The Flour Mill that was just
commissioned by the Vice
President, Professor Yemi
Osinbajo a few days ago, is for
all Akwa Ibom people. The
Plywood and Timber Factory
that was equally commissioned
by the Vice President, will not
only be deﬁned as a PDP
achievement, neither will the
Furniture industry that will
beneﬁt from this factory
be used mainly by PDP
members - it will be an
Akwa Ibom success story.

let us begin to respect our common values
and even when we disagree with our leaders
or among ourselves, such should be done with
civility and mutual respect, knowing that what
binds us together is more enduring than the
temporary impulse of par san poli cs.

“

culture and I desire to be
cri cized construc vely. But
when such cri cism is laden
with animosity and deep-seated
animus; when such is done not
to add value to who we are, or
our common values; when such
is done to destroy the essen al
fabric of our unity and further
enlarge the manufactured fault
lines; when such cri cism is
done to further the narrow
thoughts and interests of certain
individuals who may not agree
with what we are doing, I think
something is fundamentally
wrong with such layers of
reportage.
Have we ever wondered why
the South West, for instance,
with its vibrant media and
robust people-government
engagements never de-markets

collec ve iden ty.
On this occasion of our 32nd
Anniversary, let us begin to
respect our common values and
even when we disagree with our
leaders or among ourselves,
such should be done with civility
and mutual respect, knowing
that what binds us together is
more enduring than the
temporary impulse of par san
poli cs. The Akwa Ibom story
should be pan-Akwa Ibom in
shape and deﬁni on, devoid of
the colours of par sanship or
rancorous impulses.
When we are celebrated as we
currently are, as the only State
with a fully func onal airline, it
is not just a PDP achievement, it
is an Akwa Ibom achievement.
When the 18 industries that we

8

The over 1,700 kilometers
of economically viable
roads constructed across
the three senatorial
districts including the
much talked about UyoIkot Ekpene road that is
almost nearing comple on
are not made exclusively
for use by PDP members;
rather it's an Akwa Ibom success
story.

The remodeled hospitals
equipped with modern
ameni es from E nan, Ikot
Okoro, Iquita-Oron, Ituk Mbang,
Emmanuel Hospital, Eket,
among others, are not designed
as PDP hospitals; rather they are
Akwa Ibom success stories in
healthcare delivery. The over
1,400 classroom blocks
remodeled and the over 600
million Naira WAEC fees that we
pay for students and the
subven ons that we pay
annually to schools are not done
through poli cal aﬃlia on, but
rather, it is an Akwa Ibom
success story devoid of poli cal
colora on.
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From investments in agriculture,
to power sector, such as the
Ekim Sub-Sta on that was also
commissioned by the Vice
President, which will ensure the
realiza on of our dream of
Power-For-All by December,
2021, we are building solid
infrastructure so that we can
drive our industrializa on
agenda, create jobs and
wealth for our people. This is
not just a PDP achievement,
it is an inspiring Akwa Ibom
success story that we all
should feel proud to iden fy
with.
As we celebrate the 32nd
years of our existence, l urge
you my brothers and sisters
to de-emphasize our poli cal
aﬃlia ons but boldly
proclaim the Akwa Ibom
story. When we celebrate
what is ours, when we don't
describe our leaders in
unsani zed fashion, when we
celebrate the Akwa Ibom
iden ty, and what binds us as
a people, our aspira ons, our
essence, our values and our
iden ty, we are telling the
world that the Akwa Ibom spirit
deﬁes poli cal labels.
This is what the developed
world has also done. The United
States for instance, have culture
wars, the Bible Belt, the
Midwest, the Deep South or the
East and West Coasts, all have
geographical diﬀerences, but
these diﬀerences have never
been magniﬁed to aﬀect their

bonds of brotherhood. When a
Republicans disagree based on
ideological diﬀerences with
Democrats, they don't cas gate
or pull down the fabric of the
society because the Governor
may be a Democrat or a
Republican. As we celebrate our

32ndanniversary, I urge you my
dear compatriots to believe in
the Akwa Ibom story, our unity,
and our common bond. Let us
hold these alo as symbols of
our emo onal connec vity and
pride.
We have been blessed by the
Almighty God with such great
natural endowments; we have
everything we need to be selfsuﬃcient. We must weave a

“

when we celebrate the Akwa Ibom iden ty,
and what binds us as a people, our
aspira ons, our essence, our values and
our iden ty, we are telling the world that
the Akwa Ibom Spirit deﬁes poli cal labels.

“
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narra ve of love and
togetherness. Nobody will
respect your values when you
don't respect same; no one will
respect what you stand for,
when you desecrate same,
nobody will tell the Akwa Ibom
story when you drape the
contours of the State
with mud and ﬁlth.
Akwa Ibom will be what
our Founding Fathers
envisioned and
envisaged if we all rise
together as brothers
and sisters and defend
our common values in
the spirit of our
Dakkada philosophy.
It was the late Herbert
Hoover who said that
“America is a great
social and economic
experiment, noble in
mo ve and far-reaching
in purpose”. Akwa Abasi
Ibom State is a noble
enterprise, and its
purpose which is
steeped in our faith and
belief in God will
con nue to grow,
soaring and ready to fulﬁll the
far-reaching purpose of its
Founding Fathers. That is what I
have dedicated myself to doing
con nually, and with my faith
and belief in God, we will not
fail.
Let us therefore, collec vely
resolve to join hands and move
our dear State to where God
Almighty had pre-des ned her
to be.
Long live Akwa Abasi Ibom
State,
long live Nigeria!
Happy 32nd Birthday to us!
Broadcast Speech by His Excellency,
Mr. Udom Emmanuel, Governor,
Akwa Ibom State, on the Occasion of
the 32nd Anniversary of the State,
September 23, 2019
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A VOTE FOR BETTER EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM:

A REVIEW OF AKWA IBOM
EDUCATION SUMMIT
N
Sunday Antai

elson Mandela it was, who
said that “educa on is the
most powerful weapon which
you can use to change the
world.” He was correct, in regard
to both formal and informal
educa on. In fact, it is diﬃcult,
given our current existen al
reality, to imagine a world
without educa on in its formal
form. There are obvious reasons
for this. Educa on elas cizes the
human mind; serves as the
guillo ne by which ignorance is
diminished; drives civiliza on;
and promotes liberty. Also, it is a
source of billions of jobs, and a
sustainer of humanity's
psychological and physical world.
Such beneﬁts may have informed
the convoca on of an Educa on
Summit and Exhibi ons by the
th
state government between 5

th

and 6 September, 2019, at
Mboho Mkparawa Ibibio Hall,
Udo Udoma Way, Uyo. With the
theme: Human Capacity Building
for Sustainable Transforma on of
Persons and Society”, it had nine
sub-themes, and a racted the
crème de la crème in the
poli cal, business, and
educa onal sector. To boot,
Governor Udom Emmanuel was
in a endance for the two days it
lasted. Deputy Governor Moses
Ekpo, the state Execu ve Council;
former Governors Otuekong
Idongesit Nkanga and Obong
Victor A ah, as well poli cal
chie ains, were also there.
Se ng the tone for the event,
the Secretary to the State
Government, Dr Emmanuel
Ekuwem, submi ed that the

summit was convoked to review
the state of educa on in the
state and see what can be done
to make it be er. Apparently
agreeing with Steve Maraboli,
who said, “The universe doesn't
give you what you ask for with
your thoughts – it gives you what
you demand with our ac ons”,
Ekuwem urged par cipants not
to se le for merely iden fying
the problems, but work to
implement recommenda ons
from the summital engagement.

Speaking, the Commissioner for
Educa on, Prof. Prof Nse Essien,
contended that “man and its
society” can only be transformed
through human capacity
development, while human
capacity development can only
be realized through educa on.

Panel of Discussants at 1st Akwa Ibom Educa on Summit

10
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He acknowledged the sorry state of educa on in the
state, but observed that the state governor “has
resolved to go further, to confront, arrest the rots
and reverse the trend of decay of our educa on.”
That, he submi ed, informed the Summit, and
expressed op mism that “resolu ons reached will
lay a solid founda on for a New Akwa Ibom State.”
The keynote address was delivered by Dr. Aniekan
Brown, Dean of Student Aﬀairs, University of Uyo.
For him, true development must be
transforma onal and sustainable, even as capacity
development must have measurable goals. It must
also start with parents, stakeholders as well as add
value to life, he remarked. Brown posed a string of
ques ons, which clearly provided the condiments
with which the menu of the summit would be
prepared.
The Director General Prof. Vincent Anigbogu,
Na onal Ins tute for Na onal Transforma on
remarked that capacity development should
transform and deploy talents, and draw capacity
from other places. He called on government to raise
a technical team to review and implement the
recommenda ons of the summit.

Across section of participants at the summit

11
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Across sec on of par cipants at the summit

The ﬁrst lecture was on crea ng
the new Akwa Ibom through
ethical and a tudinal reorienta on. It was taken by the
senior pastor of Full Life Chris an
Centre, Rev. N a N a, who
touched on curriculum content,
work ethics and accountability.
He decried moral decay in the
school system and called for
checks and balances in the
management of school funds,
etc.
Following that were goodwill
messages from the chairman of
the Nigeria Union of Teachers
(NUT), Comrade E m Ukpong; All
Nigerian Conference of Principals
of Public Schools Chairman,
Rosalyn Inyang Ibom; Inoyo Toro
Founda on, and former
Governor, Obong Victor A ah
asked government to recruit,
deploy, and promote the
brightest in educa on, as well as
supervise the summit's outcome.

Obong A ah urged the summit
not to play poli cs with
educa on. He called for return of
schools to original owners, and
cau oned parents against
sending their children too early
to school.

even as he and asked individuals
and corporate bodies to partner
with him.

The second day of the event
featured presenta ons by Prof.
Queendolene Obinaju, whose
presenta on focused on the
Governor Emmanuel then took
teacher as mo vator, mentor,
the ﬂoor. He said that he had
and guide. Other speakers were
been taking “copious notes of
Ms Dalapo Layode of Educare,
what has been said so far.” He
Lagos; Professors Eﬃong
described educa on as
Johnson, Mfonobong Umobong
investment and said that the
and Prof. Akaneren Essien of the
educa on convoca on was to
University of Calabar. Others
address the human capacity
were Prof. Imo Umoinyang of
needs of the state's educa on
University of Calabar; Dr.
system, and stressed the need
Emmanuel Abraham, Proprietor
for the inclusion of
of Topfaith Interna onal Schools,
entrepreneurial skills into the
Essien Udim; Dr. Leo Stan Ekeh,
school curriculum, called on
Chairman, Zenox Technology Ltd,
parents and community leaders
and Mr. Usen Udoh, Chief Human
to take more ac ve part in the
Resource Oﬃcer, Dangote
training of children and pledged
Worldwide, Lagos. There were 14
his administra on's commitment discussants of the presenta ons.
to implemen ng the
Also, there was a ques on and
recommenda ons of the summit, answer session, as well as
12
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A cross sec on of par cipants

contribu ons to the discourse
from the par cipants.
A 32-point communiqué was
presented by the chairman of
the three-member communiqué
dra ing commi ee, Prof.
Enoidem Usoro.
The resolu ons included the
need to u lize objec ve, and not
poli cized data, the need to
stamp out such vices as cul sm,
drug abuse, examina ons fraud,
and sexual harassment from the
school system. Addedly, teachers
in remote communi es should
be given special allowances as
encouragement, and the need to
embrace a strong discipline and
reward system for both teachers
and students. Parents, churches,

community leaders, were
encouraged to become ac ve
partners with government in
delivering educa on dividends.
Government was called upon to
improve security around school
compounds, reconsider and
complete the handover of
schools to original owners, create
Idea System camp, and
restructure curricula to meet
current technological reali es.
The communiqué also called for
appropriate framework for
capacity development and needdriven system. It sued for
eﬀec ve planning and
emphasized entrepreneurial
educa on. inclusion of mentormentee system, recruitment of
commi ed teachers and care-

Across sec on of par cipants
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givers to improve quality
teaching delivery, training and
retraining of school managers
and teachers and admission of
the best brains into educa on
facul es.
Now, telling oneself an
unpleasant truth is one of the
rarest things to ﬁnd in life. The
Summit told itself the truth: that
all is not well with the
educa onal system. It has set
down, through the elaborate
communiqué, what the state
must do, going forward. Will
those recommenda ons be
implemented? There is much
hope lurching towards a “Yes”
answer. This arises from the fact
that the lead implementer of
policy decisions in the state, the
governor himself, was part of the
convoca on. He serially said that
recommenda ons from the
Summit will be looked into, and
as far as possible, implemented.
In fact, he announced that
entrepreneurial training should
be incorporated into the
curriculum of the state university.
All that is needed now is for all
stakeholders, especially parents,
teachers and students, to realize,
as Mahatma Gandhi oﬀered,
that, “the future depends on
what you do today.” Thus, the
future of the state depends
largely on the kind of educa on it
gives to its children today.
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2ND TERM INAUGURATION OF

GOVERNOR UDOM EMMANUEL
MAY 29, 2019
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INTERDENOMINATIONAL

THANKSGIVING SERVICE

TO MARK THE SECOND TERM INAUGURATION OF GOVERNOR UDOM EMMANUEL
JUNE 2, 2019
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DIARY OF THE

Uwem Kerns

T

32ND ANNIVERSARY
OF AKWA IBOM STATE

he 32nd anniversary
celebra on of the crea on of
Akwa Ibom State was marked
amidst pomp and ceremony as
the people of the State turned up
en mass to herald the events
lined up to celebrate the
anniversary.
Though low keyed, the
celebra on began with the

Then came, Saturday, September
23 when the country's Vice
President, Professor Yemi
Osinbajo, arrived the Victor A ah
Interna onal Airport at exacly
2.30 pm to the warm recep on of
Governor Udom Emmanuel,
accompanied by serving Senators
namely, Senator Bassey Albert ,
Akon Eyakenyi, Chris Ekpenyong

Governor Emmanuel and Wife, Martha during the Inter-denomina onal
Thanksgiving Service

breaking of a one-day State fast
tagged to usher in the
anniversary. Sons and daughters
of the state converged on the
Government House Banquet Hall
grounds in supplica on to the
Almighty God, asking for
direc on in the conduct of the
aﬀairs of the state.
In his exhorta on on the theme
of the celebra on "For I Believe
God", taken from Acts: 27: 25,the
Chaplain of the Redemp on
Chapel, University of Uyo, Rev.
Iniobong Udoh, charged
Chris ans to be steadfast in Jesus
Christ, acknowledging that
wherever light and darkness
meet there is bound to be storm.
He charged Chris ans not to
compromise their faith. The
Covenant Service featured choir
rendi ons, praise and worship as
well as prayers for the State and
the Country.

and Presiden al Aide on Niger
Delta Ma ers Senator Ita Enang ,
among others .
Straight, they proceeded to Onna
Local Government Area for the
commissioning of Kings Flour
Mill, Lion Plywood and Timber
Factory, and a digitised Power
Sub Sta on at Ekim, Mkpat Enin
Local Government Area where
the Vice President also launched
the Power -for- All by December

2021 Ini a ve .
Commissioning the Flour Mill,
Prof. Yemi Osinbajo commended
Governor Udom Emmanuel for
spearheading the drive for
investment to boost
industrialisa on and complement
the vision of the Federal
Government.
The Vice President acknowledged
that Governor Emmanuel has set
the pace in the development of
the state by partnering the
Federal Government in the
provision of ﬁrst class
infrastructure that a racts
investors to Nigeria, describing
Akwa Ibom as one of the forward
looking investment hubs in the
country.
Osinbajo who could not hide his
joy at the spate of the state
development , recalled that in
September 2017 he visited the
State to commission the Jubilee
Syringe Factory, Metering Plant
and some Health facili es .
He par cularly congratulated
Governor Emmanuel on the feat
a ained and sued for a congenial
atmosphere for the
industrialisa on agenda to thrive.
At the Plywood Factory, the Vice
President, who marvelled at the
technology, described the
ini a ve as impressive and
remarked that the conversion of
old rubber trees into plywood is
such a technology that is required

A cross sec on of worshipers dancing at the thanksgiving service
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at this me in view of the many
areas that can be explored to
improve on the lives of the
people by providing opportunity
for investment and prosperity.
He urged the Chinese investors
to see their investment as a great
opportunity to transfer
technology to the people of
Akwa Ibom, advising them to
expand the industry by
incorpora ng indigenes of the
state in the running of their
factories.
The Vice President, Prof. Yemi Osinbajo, Governor Emmanuel and wife, Martha
on of the Kings Flour Mill, ONNA

and other dignitaries during the inaugura
Governor Udom Emmanuel
described the project as a
demonstra on of government's
At a special banquet held in
readiness to touch the hearts of
honour of the Vice President at
the grassroots, and advised that
Government House, Uyo, Prof.
modern poli cs should be devoid Osibanjo and other high proﬁle
of propaganda, mischief, and
guests were treated to rich Akwa
blackmail but focus on
Ibom cultural display and cuisine.
development. He announced
plans to subsidise electricity to
The Vice President lauded the
fast track the industrial
Governor for ar cula ng the
development of the State and
vision of industrialisa on in the
assured of the readiness of his
country and congratulated the
administra on to replicate the
people on the State Anniversary
Chinese technology of the
, adding that each me he visits
Plywood factory at the Skills
Akwa Ibom there is one or more
Development Centre under
industries to inaugurate. He
construc on at Ibiono Ibom
explained that with such
Local Government Area.
investment ini a ve the state
He thanked the Vice President
and the country's economies
for iden fying with the state
shall witness signiﬁcant leaps
projects and commended the
and the youths would be
investors for ploughing their
gainfully employed, and urged
resources into the State, assuring the people to sustain the exis ng
that his administra on will
peace and harmony for more
con nue to provide the enabling democra c gains, saying that
environment for business to
Akwa Ibom is his second home.
thrive.
Oyo State Governor, Mr Seyi
Professor Osinbajo later switched Makinde, in a good will message,
on the Ekim Power Sub sta on
spoke glowingly on the landmark
and gave the Governor a pat on
achievements witnessed in the
the back for taking steps to
State and commended Governor
industrialise the State, and for
Emmanuel for bringing his
suppor ng the gesture with
exper se to bear by a rac ng
uninterrupted electricity supply.
investors to the state.
A section of Plywood Factory

The celebra on was not without
a spiritual angle as the Vice
President, Prof. Yemi Osinbajo,
Governor Udom Emmanuel and
wife, Martha ,Deputy Governor
Mr Moses Ekpo, Speaker of the
State House of Assembly. Hon
Aniekan Bassey, the State Chief
Judge, Jus ce Godwin Abraham ,
members of the Na onal
Assembly led by the leader of the
state caucus, Obong Bassey
Albert ; Governor of Oyo State,
Mr. Oluwaseyi Makinde,
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu of Abia
State, his Imo state counterpart
Emeka Ihedioha, Enugu state
Governor, represented by his
SSG, Professor Uche Otuanya ;
Minister of Niger Delta, Senator
Godswill Akpabio; Senior Special
Assistant to the President on
Niger Delta Ma ers, Senator Ita
Enang, Senator Ibokessien; and
other dignitaries across party
lines, worshipped in an
interdenomina onal service at
Ibom Hall grounds.
Prof. Osinbajo who anchored the
preaching, prayed for special
blessings on the government and
people of Akwa Ibom State,
saying that the State will soar
higher as the people have
acknowledged God and hold
onto his promises.
The Vice President who tled his
sermon "As your days so shall
your strength be" taken from
Deuteronomy 33, 25, prophesied
that Akwa Ibom shall become
greater and frui ul as it grows
older if the people shall con nue
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A sec on of Kings Flour Mill

to acknowledge God as the
source of their blessings.
He added that Akwa Ibom shall
con nue to abound in prosperity
and called on the people to
eschew sin and walk blamelessly
to enable them beneﬁt from the
covenant blessings, calling on
those who have derailed, or have
never had a second birth, to
surrender their lives to God for a
renewal of new birth and
congratulated the State for a
a ainment of the age of 32.
The visibly elated Udom
Emmanuel, expressed profound
gra tude to the Vice President
for making out me to grace the
32 anniversary of the state and
thanked his fellow governors and
dignitaries who joined him at the
event, saying they have made the

occasion memorable.
Ci ng the theme of the
anniversary, “For I Believe God”,
Governor Emmanuel said he is
conscious of God's promises to
Akwa Ibom State and expressed
op mism that God in his
faithfulness will make the
promises materialise.
Monday, September 23, day four
of the celebra on, featured the
swearing-in of the 30th Chairman
State Council of Chiefs, His
Eminence Nteyin Solomon D.
Etuk alongside seven new
Paramount Rulers, at the
Banquet Hall, Government House
, Uyo.
At the event, Governor
Emmanuel solicited the
coopera on of the tradi onal
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ins tu on in the administra on
of the state, emphasising that
tradi onal rulers have invaluable
role to play in the enforcement of
extant laws and societal norms
for the be erment of the state.
He spoke of tradi onal rulers as
key agents in the administra on
of the State, saying that the oﬃce
of the Paramount Ruler has to do
with governance and that they
are expected to collaborate with
government to ins tu onalise
societal values in their domain
for the government to move
forward.
The Governor assured the royal
fathers of his commitment to
improving on their welfare and
announced that a new secretariat
will be built for the State Council
of Chiefs before the end of 2020,
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and used the occasion to shed
light on the process of selec ng
Paramount Rulers, explaining
that it is carried out on the
preroga ve of the state
government a er extensive
consulta ons in line with the laid
down norms, customs and
tradi on. He called on the new
Paramount Rulers to be agent of
change and live above board in
the administra on of their
domains.
He congratulated His Eminence,
Nteyin Solomon Etuk, for
ascending the tradi onal stool as
Chairman, State Council of Chiefs
and presented him with a staﬀ of
oﬃce alongside seven new
Paramount Rulers.
Commissioner of Local
Government and Chie aincy
Aﬀairs, Mr Udo Ekpenyong,
thanked Governor Emmanuel for
giving priority a en on to the
welfare of the tradi onal rulers

through regular payment of
s pends and other allowances,
poin ng out that the royal
fathers have contributed
immensely to the peace enjoyed
in the State and appealed to the
governor to address issues
hampering the smooth
opera ons of the tradi onal
ins tu on in the state.

The new Chairman, State Council
of Chiefs, His Eminence, Nteyin
Solomon Etuk, commended the
tradi onal rulers for ensuring a
rancour-free process that saw to
his emergence as their Chairman
and described his appointment
as a call to service, saying that he
is duty bound to speak well of
the State and the Council.

The Commissioner listed areas of
a en on to include cases of
omi ed clans and villages,
enactment of enabling laws to
make family heads statutory
members of village councils and
amendment of Tradi onal Rulers
Council laws to allow a clan head
to president, over mee ngs of
tradi onal ruler's council as
ac ng President mostly in cases
of incapacita on of a Paramount
Ruler to ensure con nuity
whenever a Paramount Ruler is
indisposed.

HRM Okuku Simeon Sylvester
Udoﬁa, Abak LGA ; HRM Edidem
Peter Okon Eﬃong, Nsit Atai LGA
; HRM Edidem E m Edward
Akpan, Ini LGA ; HRM Okuku Engr.
Johnson Johnny Obosi, Oruk
Anam LGA ; HRM Edidem Cosmas
Bassey Nkanga, Uruan LGA ; HRM
Okuku Engr. Amos Daniel Akpan,
Ukanafun LGA and HRM Ogwong
Okon Asuquo Abang of Mbo
Local Government Area were
presented with staﬀ of oﬃce as
Paramount Rulers.

Swearing-in of the Chairman, Akwa Ibom State Council of Chiefs, Nteyin Solomon Etuk by Governor Udom Emmanuel
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INSPECTION OF FACILITIES
AT IBOMAIR TECHNICAL STORE
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IBOM AIR
REDEFINING AVIATION TRAVEL
EXPERIENCE IN NIGERIA
On Time, Everytime

21

The Comple on Agend Update - Feature

KINGS FLOUR MILL, A BOOST TO
INVESTMENT IN AKWA IBOM
Nsikak Esenowo

History was made on the 21st of September, 2019, as Mkpok/Okat community went agog in jubila ons
and celebra on when it played host to the country's number two ci zen, Prof. Yemi Osinbanjo, on his
second visit to the State.
The visit of the Vice President signaled a sustained message of hope to the people of Akwa Ibom State,
as he inaugurated yet another project, a ﬂour mill, Kings Flour Mill, in Mkpok/Okat ONNA Local
Government Area. facilitated by Governor Udom Emmanuel, The auspicious occasion a racted
dignitaries from all walks of life.
Apparently, the inaugura on of Kings Flour Mill has demonstrated that Governor Udom Emmanuel has
not just changed the investment narra ve in the State, but jus ﬁed his vision of industrializa on,
22
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and economic plan. He
explained that, as the
Chairman, Presiden al
Enabling Council on Ease of
Doing business, the Council
has been saddled with the
responsibility of a rac ng
investment into Nigeria.
What this, therefore, means
is that, there must be power,
infrastructure, and the right
environment for investors to
come in. In this regard, state
government whose priority is
development should
partner with the Federal
Government in providing
some infrastructure and the
means to make it easier for
investments and businesses
to come into Nigeria. This
analy cally, the amiable
governor has done.
It is per nent to note that
Akwa Ibom State is already at
the forefront of development,
having Ibom Power, Ibom Air,
Metering Company,
Toothpick Industry, Jubilee
Syringe Factory, Plywood
factory, and others. These
industries, like Kings Flour
Mill, will bring a lot of
beneﬁts to the people. Flour,
a staple food produced from
grain and other starchy plant
foods, is used in baking,
especially bread, which is the
most common snack used in
Production line of the Kings Flour Mill, ONNA

capacity building, empowerment
of youths, entrepreneurship, thus
making the state a commercial
hub to a ract Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI) to itself.

Jubilee Syringe Factory and
Metering Solu ons Company in
ONNA, describing the project as
innova ve and though ul of
Governor Emmanuel.

The Vice President's visit to Akwa
Ibom State remains strategic
considering the vision of the
governor to transform the State
economically. Firstly, in
September 2017, Prof. Yemi
Osinbanjo had inaugurated the

During the Vice President's visit in
2019 to inaugurate the Kings
Flour Mill, he lauded the vision of
the governor no ng that the
project was farsighted and will
complement President
Muhammadu Buhari's blueprint
23
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Kings Flour Mill remains a vision of huge
beneﬁts to the people, considering the
value chain: from the design, produc on,
marke ng and distribu on in this factory,
Akwa Ibom people will be employed.
this part of the country.
A rac ng this company into the
State, is proof of government's
commitment to ensuring that
there is food security, which is
one of the major challenges
facing humanity today. Simply
put, Kings Flour Mils remains a
vision of huge beneﬁts to the
people, considering the value
chain: from the design,

community will stand to beneﬁt
from the huge economic gains it
brings; most social vices will be
checked as youth res veness will
become a thing of the past.
As Governor Udom Emmanuel
provides an enabling
environment for investors to
come to Akwa Ibom State, the
ci zens have a role to play in

impressive ini a ve, saying “the
conversion of rubber trees into
plywood is such a technology
that is required at this me since
there are many areas that can be
explored to improve on the lives
of the people by providing
opportunity for investment and
prosperity”.
What this portends for the state
is that be er days are ahead. On
the other hand, the Vice
President who was not just
impressed by the vision of
Governor Udom Emmanuel, but
commended him for keying into
the federal government's plan of
economic emancipa on, urged
the investors to see their
investment as a great
opportunity to transfer
technology to the people of
Akwa Ibom, and advised them to
expand the industry by
incorpora ng indigenes into the
factories.
To this end, it is believed that as
investors plough their resources
into these investments,
indigenes should not slack in
taking ac ve part in the
opportunity chain, for only then
will the eﬀorts of government in
ameliora ng the living standards
of Akwa Ibom people come to
frui on.

produc on, marke ng and
distribu on in this factory, Akwa
Ibom people will be employed.

helping to sustain the
industrializa on policy by
repor ng the state posi vely
against falsehood and
propaganda, as doing otherwise
There is need for all to take
will only rob us of the chances
advantage of Kings Flour Mill.
This is because its opera ons will bringing in more investors.
a ract various commercial
ac vi es into the ‘State. For
The Vice President, Professor
instance, in the course of its
Osinbajo, who also inaugurated
opera ons, major distributors,
the Plywood Factory at Onna,
suppliers of raw materials, would expressed sa sfac on with the
be needed; skilled and unskilled project and described it as an
labour will be hired. The host
24
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INAUGURATION OF
KINGS FLOUR MILL, LION PLYWOOD
AND TIMBER FACTORY, EKIM POWER SUB-STATION
7
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Akwa Ibom people
are peaceful - Etim Okpoyo
Ambassador E m Okpoyo is an elder statesman, who has paid his dues part from a successful career in
the private sector, he once served as a Deputy Governor in Akwa Ibom State and later as Nigeria's
Ambassador to Italy. In this interview, Okpoyo takes a look at the state of Akwa Ibom at 32 and suggests
ways to make it be er. Excerpts:

In terms of unity, I think Akwa
Ibom has done well, but we s ll
need to be on alert to make sure
poli cs does not destroy the
peace. Whether you are in APC
or PDP, one thing I am sure of is
this, APC will disappear; PDP will
disappear, but Akwa Ibom will
remain. When we were in
government, there were two
par es; when I was a child, there
were two par es –NCNC and
Ac on Group. Are those par es
s ll there? No, but Nigeria

remains. In terms of Akwa Ibom,
whether you believe it or not,
our own me wasn't PDP, wasn't
APC, so nobody knows what will
happen tomorrow. Therefore, if
you play poli cs, we should make
sure we don't cause trouble, we
don't kill our brothers; but stay
together. I was very delighted
seeing Akwa Ibomites mee ng
when Senator Udoedeghe's
daughter got married. That is the
type of unity I am talking about.
So, I am happy in terms of Akwa
Ibom being together.

“

In terms of unity, I
think Akwa Ibom has
done well, but we
s ll need to be on
alert to make sure
poli cs does not
destroy the peace.
Whether you are in
APC or PDP, one
thing I am sure of is
this, APC will
disappear; PDP will
disappear, but Akwa
Ibom will remain.

“

Akwa Ibom is 32. At some point
sir, you were an ac ve
par cipant as a Deputy
Governor. What is your
assessment of the State so far?
I think a child of 32 years is
matured. For Akwa Ibom at 32,
we have come of age. In terms of
infrastructure, I think Akwa Ibom
has done very well. In terms of
peace, we have also done very
well. If you look at what is going
on in some states, you will know
that in terms of security, Akwa
Ibom State has done very well. I
will give Akwa Ibom state
government 50 – 60% in terms of
infrastructure, I know there are
roads we have to put right, but
you see, the problem of roads in
the Niger Delta is not as easy as
in other areas. Building a one
kilometer of road is more diﬃcult
than building same in the North.
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What is your dream of Akwa
Ibom State?
When we came in 1992, we were
looking at the Sunshine Ba eries;
we were looking at Biscuit
Factory; we were looking at
Quality Ceramics; we were
looking at other factories within
Akwa Ibom. Today, we have
allowed those factories to rot
away. There is a very big hotel in
Ikot Ekpene, but how do you
expect people to go and stay in
there when the factories are not
working. It is the factories that
will bring people to Akwa Ibom.
So I am appealing to government
to look at some of these factories
put up by late Dr. Clement Isong.
That is what we were doing
before the military drove us
away. We were looking at the
possibility of reac va ng these
factories.
Sir, as a man with oil industry
background, what do you think
is responsible for the absence of
oil majors headquarters in
Akwa Ibom State, in spite of the
fact that they drill oil from
here?
When we were in government
and the who is who in Mobil
came on a courtesy call, the then
Governor asked me to receive
them because of my background
in the oil industry. It was on that
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Do you think the government
and people of Akwa Ibom have
not done enough to a ract raw
down the presence of the oil

companies to the State?
I do not know if enough has
been done. But I do know that
the oil companies are interested
in doing their job. They pay
whatever belongs to the federal
government and whatever is due
NDDC. Once they do that, they
are very sa sﬁed. Maybe once in
a while they come in and execute
projects, but the main thing is
that you have to push. If you ask,
it will be given, but you have to

push.
Do you mean push in terms of
peaceful demonstra on?
I will not advocate that at my
level. In pushing, you engage the
companies opera ng in your
area. You tell them what you
want and they will oblige. I did a
lot of community development
when I was with Nigerian Agip.
That was part of my
responsibili es. We build

“

Let me begin by saying that by the grace
of God, an average Akwa Ibom person is
tradi onally a peaceful person. In the
local communi es, you ﬁnd our people
interac ng peacefully. That is our
nature.

“

occasion that I told them to
either relocate their
headquarters to Akwa Ibom or at
least get an oﬃce here. That was
how they came about the liaison
oﬃce in Ewet Housing Estate.
Then we started the construc on
of the road from Uyo to Eket,
which began from Eket but
unfortunately, when we le , the
oil company also le the project.
What I am saying is, according to
the bible, ask and ye shall be
given. If you want something
from the oil companies working
in this state, you should have
mee ngs with them and tell
them what you need for
development. That is le for the
state government.
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community halls, build roads, like
in Omoku, we gave light. If you
ask for those things, they will be
given to you.
You have acknowledged and
score peace very high in Akwa
Ibom. What do you think can be
done to sustain and even
surpass the prevailing peace in
the State?
Let me begin by saying that by
the grace of God, an average
Akwa Ibom person is tradi onally
a peaceful person. In the local
communi es, you ﬁnd our
people interac ng peacefully.
That is our nature. I know there
is the issue of cul sm, yet most
of our young ones are well
brought up, because many
parents are disciplined. Across
the State, if you want to cause
problem, people will cau on
you. That is Akwa Ibom for you,
very peaceful people.

The government is also trying.
When poli cal appointments are
spread across the state, it helps
to promote peace. We did that,
and in this regard, I think
Governor Udom Emmanuel is
trying. But let us not take the
peace for granted.
With pockets of trouble around,
is it really possible to have a
society that is trouble free?
When you consider things
happening in other places, for
example, where they kidnapped
a High Court Judge or where a
General in the Army was killed,
then you will know, then you will
realize that what you have here
is very peaceful. Once in a while,
you have cases of ﬁgh ng, but it
is not as bad as what you have in
other places. The government
should maintain this peace and
not take it for granted.
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You have men oned the issue
of industries. In the past four
years and ﬁve months, Akwa
Ibom has had about 16 new
industries. How do you see the
future of Akwa Ibom in terms of
industrializa on?
Let me be honest with you, I
have not gone to any of these
industries, neither has
government invited us to come
and see. I am talking as an elder.
I have been in the system since
1992. If you people say the
factories are running, that is
good. But I am telling you that
there are some factories that will
a ract good a en on, like the
ba ery and biscuit factories.
These factories should be
reac vated.
What if the technologies in
those factories have changed?
Yes, as an Engineer, I know
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“

Once the seaport becomes func onal, local and expatriate workers and
businessmen will come in droves. It is a very important project, and I seize
this opportunity to advise that government should help make it a reality.

“

technologies change and systems
change. 50 years ago, you did
not have the type of cars you
have today. If you want to
reac vate those factories, it is
possible. Let the government
reconsider the possibility of
reac va ng them. Some of those
factories will a ract a lot of
people to the state. The syringe
and other new ones are good, no
doubt. But if you consider the
biscuit factory, there is no child
going to school who does not
want biscuit. People will come
from all over to patronize the
company. For the ba ery
industry, the patronage will be
across West Africa. People need
ba eries for their vehicles. I am
talking as someone who has
been exposed enough in life. If
you go to Italy, you will see the
type of manufacturers that they
have. That is the basis of my
comparison.
Sir, how do you see Akwa Ibom
when the Ibom Deep Seaport
comes on stream?
Like I said when I was
interviewed some me ago, Ibom
Deep Seaport is one project
Governor Emmanuel should try
and complete before leaving
oﬃce. If he is able to complete
that project, Akwa Ibom will be
taken to the next level. People
will begin to come and do all
manner of business in the state
and even the hotels will get
regular patronage. Once the
seaport becomes func onal,
local and expatriate workers and
businessmen will come in

droves. It is a very important
project, and I seize this
opportunity to advise that
government should help make it
a reality. For almost ten years it
has remained on paper. Let us
start construc on.
As a man who was once young
and traversed the world, what
is your message to the youths
of Akwa Ibom?

I keep telling youths around me
that Akwa Ibom of tomorrow
belongs to them. Therefore, it is
essen al to ensure they have
good upbringing. There is a
proverb in Oron that says if a
tree falls on a family house and
does not kill a child, it means
such family has no future,
because there are no children.
Thus, whatever we do, we must
think of the young ones as the
future leaders of the state. That
means, in terms of educa on, in
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terms of upbringing, value of life
and all other things, we should
avoid cul sm and take care of
the younger ones. From the
family levels and through all
levels of educa on, we must
make sure that there is
discipline. The good upbringing is
one of the reasons for peace in
this state. Our universi es are
peaceful because of good
upbringing.

Government must not neglect
our future leaders, in terms of
providing good schools and
employing qualiﬁed teachers for
schools at all levels, whether
public or private.
Elec ons are over and the
Governor has con nued to call
on all to come and build with
him?
That is the correct thing to do.
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2020 BUDGET

PRESENTATION
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REAR ADMIRAL AKINRINADE,

COMMANDER JOINT TASK FORCE OPERATION DELTA SAFE
ON COURTESY VISIT

TO GOV. UDOM EMMANUEL
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AKWA IBOM AT 32

INTERDENOMINATIONAL
THANKSGIVING SERVICE
SEPTEMBER 22, 2019
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Cu ng the Akwa Ibom 32nd Anniversary Celebra on Cake

Governor Emmanuel at the Swearing-in of Chairman, Tradi onal Rulers Council,
His Eminence, Nteyin Solomon Etuk and New Paramount Rulers

Swearing-in ceremony of New Head of Civil Service, Elder Eﬃong Essien and Permanent Secretaries
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INFRASTRUCTURE

I

nfrastructure is the bedrock on which the development of Akwa Ibom State is anchored. Infrastructure
drives economic development and sustains industrializa on. In Governor Udom Emmanuel's second
term Comple on Agenda, the administra on has taken bold steps to consolidate on the already built
roads, bridges, physical structures and other infrastructural facili es.
The government had barely se led down for a second term when it commenced the construc on of a
sprawling ﬂyover at Ikot Oku Ikono junc on that is ongoing. The ﬂyover is designed to eliminate the
frequent accidents at the junc on, while providing convenient corridors to the dualized Uyo-E nan road
and other road exits. The road, fully dualized from E nan roundabout to Mbioto; and further to Onna
includes an ongoing bridge at Ekpene Ukpa, where the dual carriage way cuts neatly through the Ekpene
Ukpa lowland and swampy basin. The Ekpene Ukpa bridge, under construc on, adds to the already

Ongoing construc on, Ikot Oku Ikono ﬂyover, Uyo
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Ongoing construc on, Ikot Oku Ikono ﬂyover, Uyo
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Akpambiet-Edo-edida-Edo-ebekperd-Ndon Edim-idung
-Akpantuen road and Uqua Isi Edoho, Esit Eket L G A

Ongoing Atabong-beach Road, Okobo (Ongoing)

Ongoing Idua Road, Eket

Ongoing Ikot Odiong-Ikot Abasi Road, Eket

constructed 40 bridges undertaken by the Emmanuel led administra on, while the ﬂyover at Ikot Oku
Ikono junc on is a strategic urban facility that will break the jinx of series of accidents at Uyo-AbakE nan-Nsit Ibom-Itu point intersec on. To further consolidate and expand on the 1,700 km roads
already executed across the State, the administra on has con nued work on construc on of key roads
including Uyo Ikot Ekpene road, Ring Road 1 and 2 Extension in Uyo, among others. The administra on
has also concluded processes for the comple on of Four Points by Sheraton Hotel at Ikot Ekpene.
Other infrastructural development projects being vigorously pursued under the Comple on Agenda are:
l Interven on work at Gully Erosion site, along Calabar – Itu highway, Uyo
l Launching of Power-For-All by 2021''
l Ongoing construc on of a 21-storey Smart building at the Central Business District, Uyo.
l Ongoing construc on of Interna onal Worship Centre complete with mee ng rooms.
l Construc on and renova on of Governor's Lodge in Lagos and Abuja respec vely.

Ongoing Ring Road 3, Uyo

Ongoing Otomo-Ikot Udom-Azumini Road, Ika LGA

Erosion Interven on work at Ntak Inyang along Ekit Itam highway
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Medical Equipment at General Hospital, Iquita, Oron

l
l

l
l
l
l
l
l

Ongoing construc on of Uyo Capital City Development
Authority Permanent Oﬃce complex
Redesigning and comprehensive survey/demarca on
of 'Martha Vineyard'' a residen al estate at Ediene Ikot
Obio Imo, Uyo set for development.
Ongoing reconstruc on and upgrading of Eket
Township Stadium to 15,000 sea ng capacity
Ongoing upgrading of Uyo Township Stadium
Reconstruc on and equipping of General Hospital,
Iquita, Oron
Reconstruc on of Awa Co age Hospital (nearing
comple on)
Ongoing reconstruc on of Immanuel Hospital, Eket
Ongoing reconstruc on of General Hospital, Ikot
Ekpene

Medical Equipment at General Hospital, Iquita, Oron
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Remodelled General Hospital, Iquita, Oron
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Ongoing Rehabilita on of Co age Hospital, Awa

Before

Ongoing Rehabilita on of Co age Hospital, Awa

Before

Ongoing construc on of School Blocks across the State.
Provision of desks to public schools across the State;
Also, in the Comple on Agenda, the rehabilitated and renovated blocks as well as the physical
infrastructure at Samuel Bill Theological College, Abak which started in the ﬁrst term has been completed.
l
l
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Newly Inaugurated Judicary Staﬀ Clinic

Inaugura on of HIV/AIDS Situa on Room

HIV/AIDS Surge Response Equipment
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Rehabilitation of Samuel Bill Theological College,
Ikot Ekang, Ikot Akpabio, Abak
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Ongoing 21 Storey Smart Ofce Complex
Model
of the
building

Prototype of Ibom Deep Seaport
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Newly Commissioned Ekim Power Sta on, Mkpat Enin

POWER-FOR-ALL
by December 2021 Initiative

The Power-for-all 2021 ini a ve is an
audacious plan by the Akwa Ibom State
Government to ensure that, on or before
December 2021, every home in the state
will be connected to electricity. This is
against the backdrop of the massive
investments in the power sector in the last
four and half years.
There are also plans by the state
government to seek the approval of Federal
Government to ﬂoat an electricity
distribu on company. The ul mate aim of
the Akwa Ibom state Government is to
a ain the goal of 24hours electricity in the
state.
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INDUSTRIALIZATION

I

ndustrializa on is the key sector of the State's economy that abini o captured Governor Udom
Emmanuel's a en on. That could not have been anything less. The people of the State believed that
he was the game changer. He lived true to the belief and took the challenge to change the circumstance
of Akwa Ibom as a civil service state.
Expectedly, the ﬁrst term of Governor Udom Emmanuel witnessed signiﬁcant change in the economic
proﬁle of Akwa Ibom State. This was largely due to the industrializa on drive of the administra on. Apart
from reac va ng the ailing Peacock Paint, now known as Ibom Paints,the Governor, by his business
ingenuity a racted, a number of new industrial concerns sprang up in the State. They include:
l
l
l
l
l
l
l

Syringe Manufacturing Factory, ONNA
Electric Digital Metering Solu ons Manufacturing
Factory, ONNA
Pencil Factory, Itu
Toothpick Factory, Itu
Fer lizer Blending Factory, Abak
Palm Kernel Crushing Plant, Ibesikpo Asutan
Plas c Factory, Itu

46

l
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l
l
l
l
l

Palm Kernel Crushing Plant, Ukanafun
Rice Mill, Ini
Starch Manufacturing Company, Oruk Anam
Cassava Processing Mill, Ikot Ekang
Cassava Processing Mill, Ibesikpo Asutan
Cassava Processing Mill, Ikot Okudom, Eket
Fish Processing Plant, Ibeno
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The Vice President, Prof. Yemi Osinbajo, Governor Emmanuel
and wife, Martha and other dignitaries during the inaugura on
of the Kings Flour Mill, ONNA

Since the beginning of the Comple on Agenda on
May 29, 2019, the Emmanuel administra on has
not given up the drive to industrialize Akwa Ibom
nd
State. During the 32 anniversary of the State,
Nigeria's Vice President, Prof. Yemi Osinbajo

Kings Flour Mill
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Production line of
the Kings Flour Mill, ONNA

inaugurated the completed Flour Mill and
Plywood and Timber Factory in ONNA; and
a Power Sub Sta on at Ekim in Mkpat Enin
Local Government Area.
Other ongoing projects that will further
deﬁne the industrializa on policy of this
administra on and posi on the State as an
industrial hub include:
l Coconut Reﬁnery
l Ibom Deep Seaport
l Ibom Industrial Park/Je y
l Quality Ceramics
l Waste-to-Wealth Plant
l Crude Oil Reﬁnery
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Prof. Yemi Osinbajo,
Governor Emmanuel and
other dignitaries inspec ng the
produc on line of Plywood
Factory, during
its inaugura on
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AGRICULTURE

T

he various agricultural ini a ves of the Udom Emmanuel administra on greatly impacted the economy
of Akwa Ibom during his ﬁrst term. Subsistence and commercial agriculture were boosted through
deliberate implementa on of sound policies and programmes. It was indeed an era of agricultural
revolu on as cassava, rice, cocoa and other produce became more available and proﬁtable for farmers. The
implementa on of sound policies and programmes has con nued under the Comple on Agenda of the
Governor.

Governor Udom Emmanuel presen ng a cheque of N300,000 Agricultural Grant to a beneﬁciary
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A cross sec on of Beneﬁciaries of N300,000 Agricultural Grant given by the State Government to boost Agriculture in the State

Since May 29, the
administra on has li ed
agriculture in the following
ways:
l N300,000.00 grant
to support each of
about 250
par cipants of the
2017 and 2018
batches of
Graduate
Unemployment
Youth and Women
Support (FADAMA
GUYS)
Governor Udom Emmanuel Plan ng Cassava Stem to kick-oﬀ 2019
Second Plan ng season
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Governor Udom Emmanuel inaugura ng tractors to kick-oﬀ 2019 Second Plan ng season

l Six addi onal tractors to bring to ten tractors available for use by diﬀerent FADAMA
groups in the State.

l Flag-oﬀ of Second Plan ng Season
l Distribu on of maize, okra seeds and other farm inputs to farmers

Commissioner for Agriculture and Women Aﬀairs, Dr. Glory Edet, presenting agricultural inputs to farmers during the 2019 World Food Day
Celebration
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AVIATION DEVELOPMENT

T

and Lagos – Abuja routes on a thrice daily basis.
The quality of service delivery by the airlines
accounted for the over 50,000 passenger-traﬃc it
recorded in its ﬁrst 100 days of opera ons. Indeed,
Ibom Air has redeﬁned the avia on Industry in
Nigeria with the newest ﬂeet of aircra and
prompt service delivery.

he unrivalled record of the Emmanuel
administra on in avia on development has
given the sector a major boost and pride of place
in the Comple on Agenda. Though the
administra on inherited the Victor A ah
Interna onal Airport from previous
administra ons, it has shown great commitment
and readiness making a fully developed avia on
industry that will accelerate the economic growth
of Akwa Ibom State.

The Airﬁeld Ligh ng System of the Victor A ah
Interna onal Airport has been fully upgraded to
Category 2. Construc on of the main terminal
building of the airport also commenced, as well as
the hanger for the State aircra .

In keeping with his re-elec on campaign promise
that the avia on sector would get priority
a en on in his Comple on Agenda, Governor
Udom Emmanuel has ensured further
developments in the sector so far.

Nego a ons are underway for the establishment
of an Avia on Training Ins tute in Akwa Ibom
State.

With the three aircra s on the ﬂeet of Ibom Air,
the airline now ﬂies the Uyo – Abuja; Uyo – Lagos;

One of the three aircra of Ibom Air
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Ongoing Construc on of the Permanent Terminal Building at Victor A ah Interna onal Airport

Model of the Permanent Terminal Building

Ibom Air technical store, Uyo

2nd Taxi Way at Victor A ah Interna onal Airport

54

The Comple on Agend Update - Sectoral

HUMAN CAPACITY
DEVELOPMENT

I
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l

n the past ﬁve months, the Udom Emmanuel-led administra on has embarked on strategic ac vi es to
give vent to human capacity development and job crea on opportuni es in the State. These include:
Sustaining the free, compulsory and qualita ve educa on
Training of 3,000 primary school teachers employed into the school system in 2018
In collabora on with the West African Examina on Council, English and Mathema cs teachers in the
State have been trained
Training workshops for diﬀerent categories of staﬀ of the uniﬁed local government service
In collabora on with Interna onal agencies such as Union Medical INC, USA and USAID, trained
secondary health workers in the State
Training of civil servants on Informa on, Communica on and Technology
Training and cer ﬁca on of 129 youths on My Entrepreneurship Goals Programme (MEGP) through
the Department of Micro Finance and Enterprise Development
Arrangement of 36 interface with regulatory and development agencies on behalf of My
Entrepreneurship Goals Programme
MEGP Ini a on of Online mentorship pla orms for mentors and mentees to interact on their daily
business ac vi es.
Seminar for Royal Women on healthy living and building of the culture of peace.

SSA to the Governor on Microﬁnance and Enterprise Development, Mr. Ime Uwah with students during MEGP class session
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MEGP Class Sessions

MEGP Training Cer ﬁcate Presenta on Ceremony
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Kick-oﬀ of medical training for health workers by Governor Udom Emmanuel

Step-down training on
HUP, CCT orienta on and
beneﬁciary enrolment
process by Akwa Ibom
State Cash Transfer Unit (a
Federal
Government/World Bank
Interven on programme).
l To improve the capacity of
primary school teachers in
line with the Comple on
Agenda, over 1,700
primary school teachers
have so far been trained
on early childhood
educa on, support
mechanism, school
improvement programme
and Community Rela ons,
handling pupils with
disabili es and modern
methods of teaching,
monitoring and
evalua ons as well as
quality assurance.
l

School desks for distribu on to public schools across the State
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Commissioner for Agriculture and Women Aﬀairs, Dr. Glory Edet, ki ng inmates of Special Children Home with school items

l

Over 450 primary school pupils have also been trained preparatory to the Lafarge Bee Compe

on.

To improve the capacity of Primary School teachers in line with the comple on agenda, over 1,700
Primary School teachers have so far been trained on early childhood educa on, support mechanism,
school improvement programme, community rela ons, handling people with disabili es, modern
methods of teaching monitoring and evalua on as well as quality assurance.
Also over 450 school pupils have been trained preparatory to the La farge Bee Compe on
The social welfare func on of the State Government is also given serious a en on in the Comple on
Agenda.

Hon. Commissioner interac ng with inmates of Special
Children Home

Gi items for the inmates

Hon. Commissioner with Royal Women during a workshop in Uyo
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Royal Women during a workshop in Uyo

This is evidenced in the pursuit of programmes with
direct impact on the lives of the vulnerable
members of the society with the dona on and
training of visually impaired persons on the use of
white cane, equipping of children in the 5
Government Children Homes with educa on
materials and payment of gratuity to re red civil
servants who re red up to March 2016.
The Comple on Agenda also seeks to protect
ci zens on the enforcement of Child Right law, and
other gender violence laws. A sustained capacity
building programme for women on overcoming the
threat of Gender Based Violence cut across the 31
local government areas'.
The E-government policy of the administra on is
taking shape in the comple on Agenda with the
Enlightenment Campaign for women
on Gender Base Violence (GBV) and Drug Abuse

Hon. Commissioner interac ng with inmates of
Special Home for school

Celebra on of White Cane Day

59

The Comple on Agend Update - Sectoral

training of about
10,000 civil servants
in ICT to fast track
implementa on.
The capacity of
Akwa Ibom youths
to excel under the
Comple on Agenda
has elevated the
State 2 football
teams - Dakkada FC
and Akwa United to
Nigeria Professional
Football League and
won the State a
hos ng right for FIFA
U-20 Women's
World Cup 2020.
Governor Udom Emmanuel raising the FIFA U-20 Women’s World Cup 2020
hos ng right banneret

Dakkada FC celebra ng victory as Champions of Nigerian Na onal League 2018/2019 Season

Captain of Dakkada FC receiving the trophy

Akwa United FC
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SMALL AND MEDIUM
SCALE ENTERPRISES

T

he drive by the present administra on of
Governor Udom Emmanuel in realising the
Comple on Agenda to s mulate domes c
investment and foster the development of Small
and Medium Scale Enterprises (SMEs), has
recorded the following achievements in the last
ﬁve months:

¾

Helped those without approved NAFDAC
numbers on their products to register such
goods, aimed at ensuring that 'Made in Akwa
Ibom' products are recognised within and
outside the State.

Government, through the Ibom Co age Industrial
Park located at Itam Industrial Layout is:
¾
Introducing addi onal produc on lines into
the factory. These include pulp produc on
(using dry bamboo to manufacture ssue
paper) and Ball Pen.
¾
Acquiring of new machines

Principal assistance has been provided to 24
Start-ups, who had also been assisted to
register their businesses with the Corporate
Aﬀairs Commission;
Also, government has, through the Ministry of
Trade and Investment:
¾

Governor Udom Emmanuel
apprecia ng products of
Akwa Ibom Co age Industry

Produc on Line of Plas c Factory

Products of Plas c Factory
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Akwa Ibom Co age Industrial Park, Itam

Ufaini Ibom Palm Kernel Processing Ltd, Ikot Akpa Nkuk, Ukanafun

With these and more, government is developing
and expanding the State industrial base through
SMEs and, consequently, establishing Akwa Ibom
State as the easiest place to start and grow
businesses in the country.
Building a strong, sustainable Small, Medium Scale
Enterprises indeed remains one of the
commitments of the Comple on Agenda.

Acknowledging that full understanding of the
intricacies in the management of a successful small
business is important to its success, the Comple on
Agenda has combined training in the opera on of
this sector of the economy, through various
agencies of government like the Department of
Micro Finance and Enterprise Development.

Presenta on of (CAC) cer ﬁcate of business registra on to beneﬁciaries of “My Entrepreneurship Goals Experience” (MEGP) training
programme by the SSA to Governor on Micro Finance and Enterprise Development, Mr. Ime Uwah
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SECURITY

S

ecurity is one of the cardinal programmes in the Comple on Agenda. As a cri cal element in the
socio-economic development of the State, the present administra on has con nued in its eﬀorts to
ensure that the State maintains the status of the most peaceful State in the country.
The peaceful disposi on of the State has con nued to a ract foreign direct investment to the State.
Within the period under review, the State government has:
¾ Donated addi onal 12 patrol vehicles to the Nigeria Police, Akwa Ibom State Command
¾ Given logis c support to security agencies in the State to ensure adequate security
¾ Embarked on rehabilita on of ex-militant youths, who, before being granted amnesty by the
Governor, terrorized Ukanafun and E m Ekpo Local Government Areas.

Patrol Vehicles donated to the Akwa Ibom State Police Command

One year anniversary thanksgiving by rehabilitated ex-militants
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RURAL AND RIVERINE
AREA DEVELOPMENT

FEYReP Fish Smoking Project

A

kwa Ibom is a coastal State, lying along a rich coastline
of 129 km. Rivers and tributaries water most part of
her communi es and her rural areas are densely populated
with farming popula ons and ﬁsher folks co-habi ng the
areas.
Under the Comple on Agenda of Udom Emmanuel
administra on in second term, the Governor is building on
the achievements of his ﬁrst term where one third of the
popula on of these areas where touched through lifechanging projects. As the administra on resumed for
second term with the Comple on Agenda, rural and
riverine areas remained the focus of development. The
ongoing Power-for-all by 2021 really targets the rural
popula on of the State. The administra on is pu ng
infrastructure in place to ensure that all communi es are
connected to the na onal grid. Recently, farm inputs
including okra, maize, cassava etc were distributed to
farmers mostly from the rural areas.
Solar Powered
Borehole,
Ndiya, Nsit Ubium
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Her Excellency, Mrs. Martha Udom Emmanuel inaugura ng
grain grinding machine
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Market Stalls at Ikot Edibon, Nsit Ubium

The administra on of Governor Udom Emmanuel did much to construct and rehabilitate many roads
cu ng across the rural communi es of Akwa Ibom State. In his second term, under the Comple on
Agenda, the Governor has con nued in the programme of road construc on and rehabilita on in the
rural areas of the State.
Health Centres and Hospitals rehabilita on is also ongoing in Awa, while the Primary Healthcare
Development Agency cons tuted during the second term of the administra on is to give a boost to
rural healthcare service delivery. The establishment of Surge Response Emergency Unit in the Ministry
of Health for HIV/AIDS is largely aimed at the rural and riverine popula on of the State.

Water Project - Ikot Ntung, Ibiono Ibom LGA

Civic Centre, Ekim Enen, Uruan
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HIV/AIDS: AKSG Inaugurates
Digital Situa on Room
T

minimum, which informed the
other partners for HIV Surge
he ﬁght against HIV/AIDS has
partnership with interna onal
Response, with a view to controlling
received a boost with the
agencies, remarking that Akwa Ibom the deadly disease. The partnership
inaugura on of Surge Response
HIV surge Response Centre would
involved enlightenment campaigns,
Digital Situa on Room, complete
tes ng of pa ents and treatment
with communica on equipment and serve as a resource base for the
treatment of the disease in the
with An -Retroviral Therapy, ART.
vehicles.
South-South region.
He assured that monitoring
Akwa Ibom State Governor, Mr.
The Commissioner for Health,
mechanisms had been put in place
Udom Emmanuel who inaugurated
Dr. Dominic Ukpong, who recalled
to assess the agents and contractors
the facility and equipment at the
that based on the last Nigeria
on duty and expressed the op mism
Ministry of Health Headquarters,
that by the me the next
Idongesit Nkanga
survey will be
Secretariat, Uyo said the
undertaken, a signiﬁcant
digital equipment and
reduc on would have
other logis cs would
been achieved in
massively enhance the
prevalence rate.
comba ng of HIV/AIDS in
On his part, the
the State.
Programme Manager,
He observed that if
Akwa Ibom State Agency
the ci zens were not
for the Control of AIDS,
healthy, it would aﬀect
AKSACA, Dr. Nkereuwem
the workforce and
Etuk, who commended
invariably the na on's
the donor agencies for
Gross Domes c Product.
their commitment
Represented by the
towards elimina ng HIV
Secretary to the State
infec on in the State,
Government, Dr.
stressed that with the
Emmanuel Ekuwem, the
facili es, the story of the
Governor appreciated
dreaded disease, in due
the Federal Ministry of
course, will change in
Health, the United States
Akwa Ibom State.
Agency for Interna onal
The facili es,
Development, USAID,
Secretary to State Government, Dr. Emmanuel Ekuwem, cu ng the equipment and logis cs
Family Health
tape to Inaugurate the Surge Response Digital Situa on Room
include Digital Health
Interna onal (FHI-360)
Situa on Room, Surge
and other partners for
HIV/AIDS Indicator Impact Survey,
Response Room with toll free lines,
providing the prerequisite support
NAIIS, where Akwa Ibom was ranked
23 Televideo
towars the ﬁght against HIV/AIDS in
highest on prevalence, said the
Conferencing/Communica on
the State.
facility and equipment would
gadgets (television, speakers, UPS,
The governor urged the
adequately boost the surge
cameras, etc) televideo
implementers of the programme to
programme in the rural
communica on room (with
ensure the eﬀec ve usage of the
communi es.
teleconference suite) and 39 solar
facili es in order to achieve desired
Men oning that since the
powered desktop computers. Others
purpose.
release of that ranking, the State
were, 1000 pre-loaded CUG phones
The Director General, Na onal
government has done a lot to
with registered SIM cards, shelve
Agency for the Control of AIDS,
control and reduce HIV/AIDS, Dr.
cabinets for records, solar panels,
NACA, Dr. Gambo Aliyu, stated that
Ukpong said the state collaborated
ba eries, inverters, 21 tricycles and
the Federal Government was
with the Federal Government and
10 motorcycles.
commi ed to the reduc on of
HIV/AIDS infec on to the barest
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Corps Members Donate
Sign Post to Ministry

Inemesit Otu

T

he Commissioner of
Informa on, Sir Charles
Udoh, has unveiled a new signpost donated to the Ministry by
Batch C Stream 1, Na onal Youth
Service Corps members. The sign
post was part of their community
development service, while
serving in the Ministry.
Speaking during the inaugura on
ceremony, the Commissioner
lauded the corps members,
numbering 21, for their kind
gesture towards the Ministry,
and urged other corps members
to emulate their good deed.
He advised them to be
conscien ous and passionate in
their endeavors and responsible
members of the society, assuring
them that resilience would pave
way for a brighter future for
them.

FREE TRADE ZONE:

LG CHAIRMAN
ASSURES OF
COOPERATION

T

he Chairman, Ibeno Local
Government, Hon Ifum
Henry has assured of peace and
coopera on of indigenes
throughout the surveying period
for the
Hon. Henry gave the assurance
when he received a delega on of
surveyors from the Oﬃce of the
Surveyor General on a courtesy
call in his oﬃce.
The team of Surveyors, led by
Surveyor Kingsley Enang, briefed
the Chairman on the proposed
project.

The Informa on boss wished the
out gone-corps members
journey mercies back to their
homes, encouraging them to
keep the friendship with the
Ministry alive.
The Permanent Secretary in the
Ministry, Mr. Inyang Jameson
commended Corps members for
exhibi ng good character during
their service year and urged
them to make good use of
experiences they gathered
during their service period, while
he prayed for success in their
future endeavours.

Earlier, the liaison oﬃcer for the
batch, Mr. Elisha J. Elisha,
appreciated the management of
the Ministry for their
coopera on and love towards
them throughout the period of
their service year.
While presen ng the sign-post to
the Ministry, the liaison Oﬃcer
promised to u lize all the advice
and experiences acquired in the
course of their service to the
country for the be erment of
their lives.

NEW SECONDARY SCHOOL FOR IBENO

T

he Chairman of Ibeno Local
Government Area has
expressed the commitment of
his council to establish another
government owned secondary
school before the expira on of
his tenure. He decried the dearth
of government owned secondary
schools in the area, saying that

the people deserve more.
In a bid to hasten the school's
establishment, the elders and
poli cal stakeholders of
Okorou p community, led by the
Village Head, Chief Isokobo
Isokobo have donated land in the
community for the school project

STUDENTS GET BURSARY

A

bout 712 indigent students disbursement of bursary recently,
charged the beneﬁciaries to be
from ter ary ins tu ons
have received bursaries from the studious in their academics.
lbeno local government council
The bursary payment exercise
took place at the Divisional Police
The Execu ve Chairman, Hon.
Henry, who was represented by Sta on, Ibeno.
the Vice Chairman, Hon. Sunday
Isoboko, during the

AKPAN ASIEK UNDERGOES FACELIFT

A

popular and age-long
market in Ukanafun, the
Urua Akpan Asiek is undergoing
series of transforma on,
courtesy of the Akwa Ibom State
First Lady, Mrs. Martha Udom
Emmanuel.
Aﬀected by the crisis that
engulfed Ukanafun by the
militants who had since
68

surrendered, the market now has
100 open stalls and 50 lock-up
shops, which construc on work
is in progress.
The reconstruc on is
undertaken through the Family
and Youth RE-orienta on PathIni a ve FEYReP –the pet project
of Mrs. Udom Emmanuel.
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SMEDAN COMMENDS
GOVERNOR UDOM EMMANUEL
T

Inemesit Otu

welve Par cipants in the
batch one of My
Entrepreneurship Goals
Programme (MEGP) have been
presented with cer ﬁcate of
business registra on by the
Corporate Aﬀairs Commission

(CAC) courtesy of the Akwa Ibom
State Government.

At the cer ﬁcates presenta on
ceremony, the State Coordinator
of Small and Medium Enterprises
Development Agency (SMEDAN),

Lucy Ekpenyong said the
ini a on of MEGP has provided
small businesses quick access to
available facili es and
commended the State
Government for eﬀec ve

SSA to the Governor on Microﬁnance and Enterprise Development presen ng Business Registra on Cer ﬁcates
to some of the beneﬁciaries a er comple on of MEGP training for Start-ups and exis ng businesses

coordina on of SME ac vi es in the State.
The Senior Special Assistant to the Governor on Microﬁnance and Enterprise Development, Mr. Ime
Uwah pledge sustainance of the programme, explaining that a ﬁnancial service desk has been set up to
assist entrepreneurs access loan facili es.
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Akwa Ibom State Primary Healthcare Development
Agency Enroute to One Roof Healthcare Policy
Umana Ubeng

T

he Chairman of Akwa Ibom
State Primary Healthcare
Development Agency, Dr. Mar n
Akpan, says Governor Udom
Emmanuel has laid a solid
founda on for quality and
sustainable healthcare delivery
system in the state by the
establishment of the Agency.
Dr. Akpan, during the Agency's
inaugural mee ng with Directors
of Primary Healthcare in the
State, said that as a man who
has the vision for a healthy
ci zenry, the Governor has
posi vely changed the health
sector with digi zed modern
health facili es in the state.
While apprecia ng the
Governor for addressing the agelong yearnings of the people
with the establishment of the
Agency, Dr. Akpan urged all
stakeholders to join hands with
government to build a strong
health sector that will deliver
high quality, eﬃcient and
equitable health services to the
people.
The Agency boss, described
the Directors of Primary
Healthcare as pillars and key
players in the health sector. He
said the Na onal Primary
Healthcare Development Agency
Scorecard Assessment Team, has
scored Akwa Ibom high
Dr. Akpan also used the
occasion to in mate the Primary
Healthcare Directors that the
report of the Task Force on
Migra on of Personnel and
service from the state Ministry
of Health and Local Government
Service Commission to the
Agency was ready and expressed
the op mism that government
will soon release a White Paper
in that regard for the Agency to
be fully equipped to discharge
its mandate.
The State Primary Healthcare
Development Agency helmsman

men oned that with the
implementa on of Primary
Healthcare Under One Roof
policy, fragmenta ons will be a
thing of the past in the sector.
He therefore called on
development partners and the
private sector to complement
the eﬀorts of government by
funding the ini a ve so that the
over 400 primary healthcare
facili es in the state could be
revitalized and reposi oned for
eﬀec ve service delivery.
Speaking further, Dr. Akpan
informed the primary healthcare
administrators that the current
na onal strategic thrust for
delivery of PHC services in

Health Authori es in their
domains, stressing that the move
will fast-track eﬀorts to leverage
support from the Federal
Government.
In her contribu ons, the
Execu ve Secretary of the
Agency, Dr. (Mrs.) Eno A ah,
expressed her apprecia on to
the Primary Healthcare Directors
for their commitment and
dedica on to du es even in the
face of daun ng challenges and
urged them not to relent as
succour would soon come their
way.
Earlier, the Director of Health
Services at the Local Government

Nigeria is the Ward Health
System, which emphasizes the
use of poli cal wards as the
catchment areas to target PHC
interven ons, and stressed the
need for the directors to engage
the communi es in their various
areas of jurisdic on and get all
their opera onal structures,
including the Ward and Village
Development Commi ees. He
used the occasion to express his
apprecia on to the Local
Government Council Chairmen
for responding promptly and
posi vely to the Agency's call by
se ng up the Local Government

Service Commission, Mr. Clement
Edem had pledged the
con nuous coopera on, loyalty
and support to the Agency and
the State government.
Meanwhile, board
members of the agency, and
major stakeholders have been
trained on the Primary
Healthcare Under One Root
Implementa on Policy. The 23Man Taskforce Commi ee on
Migra on of Health Staﬀ and
Services has submi ed its report
to government
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Her Execellency, Mrs. Martha Emmanuel administering deworming drug to a pupil
during a Free Deworming Exercise held across the State

F

FEYReP

amily Empowerment Youth Reorienta on Path Ini a ve – the pet project of the Governor's wife, Mrs.
Martha Udom Emmanuel-has con nued to contribute in no small measure to the progress of the
Comple on Agenda of the state government.
Since the commencement of the Comple on Agenda, FEYReP has sustainably organized monthly prayer
mee ngs with female stakeholders in the state and supported the economic empowerment programmes of
the wives of local government chairmen for ﬁnancial self suﬃciency for the rural women.
FEYReP in the ﬁrst ﬁve months of
the Comple on Agenda has:
l Built and furnished
apartments for two
indigent families: Mr.&
Mrs. Arthur Udo in Ikot
Abasi Ufon, Mkpat Enin
Local Government Area,
and Madam Ikwa Ubid in
Nunge e, Ibesikpo
Asutan Local
Government Area.
l Completed Women
Development Centre,
Ikot Ekpene, in
fulﬁllment of her
ini ator's campaign
promise.
l Donated wheel chairs to

550 physically challenged
persons.
l Provided school
materials to over 1000
pupils and children in the
Divine Children Home to
begin the 2019/2020
school year.
l Intensiﬁed Awareness
Campaign/Advocacy on
Violence against girl/boy
child, and forma on of
FEYReP brigade in
schools.
l Intensiﬁed collabora on
with professional women
groups, e.g Nigeria
Associa on of Women
Journalists, NAWOJ and
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l

l

l

l

FIDA, in advocacy
programmes.
Provided delivery packs
to over 1,500 pregnant
women across the state
under the Martha
Pregnacare Project.
Supported over 2000
mul birth families
across the state.
Inaugurated Boy-Child
project tagged, BRIGHT
FUTURE FOR
RESPONSIBLE BOYS.
Donated 18-Seated
Hiace bus to Ikot Ekpene
Senatorial District
Women Forum
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Her Excellency, Mrs. Martha Emmanuel presen ng wheelchairs to
beneﬁciaries during “Right to Rise” programme of FEYReP at Ibom Hall
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Her Excellency,
Mrs. Martha Emmanuel
inaugura ng a house built
for a beneﬁary, Madam
Ikwo Ubid in Nung E e,
Ibesikpo.

Her Excellency, Mrs. Martha Emmanuel
handing-over a well furnished apartment
built for a beneﬁciaries, Mr. & Mrs.
Arthur Udo in Mkpat Enin

Her Excellency ﬂagging oﬀ Gender-Based Voilence (GBV) Centre; An Ini a ve of FEYReP
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Her Excellency presen ng souvenir to Secondary School boys during the Boys-Child programme
of FEYReP tagged “Raising Responsible Boys”

Her Excellency ﬂagging oﬀ Gender-Based Voilence (GBV) Centre; Her Excellency presen ng School gi items to the children of
Divine Home, Atan Oﬀot, during the “Back to School Programme
An Ini a ve of FEYReP

Her Excellency Receiving an Award of Recogni on by the Akwa Ibom State University
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FEYReP @ 4
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MEETING WITH
MOBIL PRODUCING NIGERIA (MPN)
VITOL AND BLACKRHINO

From right: Country Manager, Mobil Producing Nigeria, Mr Paul Mc Grath;
President of BlackRhino, Mr Brain Hear ly; Africa Head, Vitol, Mr Pierre Barbe;
and Vice Chairman, Mobil Producing Nigeria, Mr Udom Inoyo
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Bridge of No Return, Ikot Abasi

AKWA IBOM:
Joseph Etem

A NEW TOURISM HUB

T

ourism in general terms
could be referred to as the
business of providing services to
travellers or tourists for diﬀerent
purposes including medical,
educa onal, leisure, business,
sports.
Modern tourism is an
increasingly intensive,
commercially organised
business-oriented set of
ac vi es with a view to
impac ng posi vely on the
economy.
Accordingly, many countries of
the world have le no stone
unturned, commi ed huge
resources as well as create
innova ons in avowed
determina on to develop this
sector with the aim of boos ng
their economies.
Tourism has become even bigger

business interna onally,
genera ng more revenue and
boosting the economy.
This perhaps explains why Gov.
Udom Emmanuel has thrown his
weight behind the development
of tourism in Akwa Ibom State by
developing projects and
programmes tailored speciﬁcally
to boost the sector. Amongst
such projects and programmes
are:
st
The 1 State government to ﬂoat
an airline, Ibom Air, to provide
unhindered tourists movement
and direct ﬂight to Uyo, thus
boos ng revenue accruable to
the State.
Reconstruc on and rehabilita on
of eight ter ary hospitals and
equipping them with modern
facili es, as well as the
appointment of eﬃcient
management team for the Ibom
Specialist Hospital. These sent a
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good signal to tourists and other
visitors that Akwa Ibom cares for
their well being while in the
State.
Good road network linking the
31 local government areas of the
State provide tourists smooth
ride to explore every part of the
State.
Emergence as the Best overall at
the African Fes val of Arts and
Culture Exhibi on in 2015;
th
hos ng of the 29 edi on of the
Interna onal Fes val of Arts and
Culture in 2016; the yearly Akwa
Ibom Christmas Carol Fes val
among other ac vi es, have
placed the state on the world
tourism map.
That Akwa Ibom is noted as a
tourist des na on was
celebrated when she was
recognised and being bestowed
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Akwa Ibom Cultural Dancers
Ibeno Beach

with the honour of the most
ac ve tourism State in Nigeria
by AKWAABA, an interna onal
trade tourism organisa on, in
2017.
In sports tourism, the State has
achieved a great feat by hos ng
Nigeria's Word Cup and African
Cup of Na on qualiﬁers,
Interna onal friendly matches,
th
the 11 Nigerian Navy Games
2017, and the 3rd Nigerian Air
Force Inter-command Combat
sports compe on 2017, among
others.
Also, Ibom Golf Course plays
host to Interna onal Golfers and
is equipped with 18-hole golf
course.

Our cuisine is rated high
everywhere, and our friendly
disposi on to visitors has
endeared tourists to the State.
With the coming on-steam of
Ibom Deep Seaport, the
Industrial City tourism
development will witness a
boom.
There are many tourism sites
worth visi ng and developing in
the State. They include:
l The 1914 Amalgama on
House in Ikot Abasi LGA
l The Lord Lugard Residence
in Ikot Abasi LGA
l The Bridge of No-Return in
Ikot Abasi LGA
l The Rolling Hills in Itu LGA

l
l
l
l
l

The Mary Slessor Cairn in Itu
LGA
The Mys cal Blue River of
Ukanafun LGA
The Oro Museum
The Raﬃa City in Ikot Ekpene
LGA
The ﬁrst Qua Iboe Church in
Ibeno, among others.

It is per nent to note that the
development of tourism can
earn our State good revenue,
thus boos ng the economy. It is
also envisaged that when all the
programme outlined for the
development of this sector are
fully implemented, Akwa Ibom
State would become a
des na on of choice, tourism
wise.

Aerial View of Ibom Golf Course, Ikot Abasi
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DEPUTY GOVERNOR, MR. MOSES EKPO
AT A MEETING OF THE NATIONAL BOUNDARY COMMISSION
TO SETTLE AKWA IBOM STATE-CROSS RIVER STATE ISSUES

SOLIDARITY VISIT TO THE DEPUTY GOVERNOR
BY ABAK LOCAL GOVERNMENT STAKEHOLDERS

This year, we put forward a Christo-centric
celebra on, to mark the Christmas season in
Akwa Ibom State. The series of events will
commence on 1st December, 2019, with the
Opening of the Christmas Village, auspiciously
located at the Ibibio Union Museum green area.
The month long event series will see Local
Governments take turns (One LGA per Day) to
showcase their cultural heritage and other
entertainment values. Highlight of the
ceremonies include:
l
Akwa Ibom Christmas Carols Fes val: A
service of praise, worship, word of God and
Christmas carols. The carols fest holds on
Friday, 20th December, 2019.
l
The Christmas Fest (Parade/Carnival): A

20
Dec.

th

2019

street party on Christmas day with the
theme “The Christmas Story’’ Each of our 5
bands will compete for honours as they
jostle to interprete the theme.
l
Ibeno Beach Fiesta: A beach party on
West Africa’s longest shoreline. The event
holds on boxing day, 26th December 2019.
l
Usen Ndia (Ibom Food Fes val): A
ceremony displaying the rich culinary
culture of Akwa Ibom State.
l
Children Parade: A massive Christmas
Party for kids with the aim of promo ng
unity, solidarity and love.
Except where otherwise stated, all events will
hold at the Ibibio Union Museum green area

Akwa Ibom

Christmas Carol

The Akwa Ibom Christmas Carol Fest: The Akwa Ibom
Christmas Carols Fes val is a large gathering of carol singers
for a night of praise, worship, the word of God, and of
course, tradi onal Christmas carols. The event holds the
record as the gathering of the largest Christmas carol
singers on earth ll date.
This year’s edi on of the Christmas carols fes val will hold
on 20th December, 2019, by 6pm at the Ibom hall grounds,
IBB Avenue, Uyo.

